The Ancient Worlds ofAsi
frieze with the farm, and higher still the p was quite an idyllic facade with its pastoral amongst all the scenes of military campa offerings of tribute which were later to occu: on the fafades of Mesopotamian monument!
The particular feature of this art, the ol< "Land between the two rivers", is the techni< In this alluvial land of Lower Mesopotamia, no stone, the natural building material was with wooden pillars used as supports.   For huts these two materials were used in the ra the normal present-day dwellings as an examj trunks used in their construction were not e On the other hand, the columns used in tern were overlaid with sheets of copper and geome mosaics of shells, lapis-lazuli and slate, and whitened walls appear to have been topped metal.  The glazed brick which was later to b decoration in Western Asia is not found here
For thousands of years the site at Ur was c< great knoll, the ruins of the "Ziggurat", the dating from the Third Dynasty of 2300 to 2: centuries have passed since the first period of U an enormous gap in the history of a city, but the has known similar periods of decline, as in the thousand years between the end of the Empire ning of the Renaissance. The land of Sumer, whi a great empire by the year 2900 B.C., had had t< over Mesopotamia to the Semite kings of Aki